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SACRAMENTO - Governor Newsom has until October 10, 2021 to sign several proposed laws from the
Circular Economy legislative package to improve transparency and restore consumer confidence in the
recycling system.  During the 2021 session, the California Legislature passed the following bills in the
package:

● SB 343 (Allen) brings “truth in labeling” to many plastic and packaging products. Manufacturers
would no longer be allowed to put the “chasing arrows” recycling symbol on items that aren’t
actually recyclable in the real world.

● AB 818 (Bloom) protects sewer systems, reduces costs to ratepayers, and ends deceptive claims
by requiring non-flushable wipes to be labeled with a “DO NOT FLUSH” label.

● AB 881 (Gonzalez) helps the state accurately measure how much plastic actually gets recycled.
It prohibits plastic waste exports to other countries being counted as being “recycled.”

● AB 962 (Kamlager) allows the easier reuse of glass bottles by brewers, which responds to
business and consumer preferences by reducing the need for single-use beverage containers.

● AB 1201 (Ting) updates labeling for compostable products. This helps businesses know if the
products they sell are compostable and cuts chemical contamination of organic compost.

● AB 1276 (Carrillo) reduces plastic foodware waste by giving takeout customers only what they
want: single-use foodware may only be provided upon request.

All measures ultimately earned votes from legislative Republicans and Democrats -- even those
measures that plastic, battery, and other product manufacturers strongly opposed.  The bipartisan
passage of these six bills marks a turning point in the legislative debate regarding the state government’s
role in reducing and truthfully categorizing unrecyclable, single-use items.

Right now, all levels of California governments -- and therefore ratepayers -- pay the price for allowing
manufacturers to mislead consumers about what is recyclable or compostable.  A recent investigation by
CalMatters found that recycling facilities must spend time sorting out the non-recyclables, which slows
down recycling system processes and increases costs.

Plastic and single-use consumer items contribute to a variety of environmental and human health
problems.  As plastic breaks down in the environment, it becomes microplastic particles that leach
chemicals into waterways and ocean environments, or is eaten by wildlife and marine creatures.
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Numerous sources have documented that discarded, broken-down plastic and single-use items
contaminate drinking water sources, food supplies, and even air.  Human exposure to plastic and its
associated toxins has been linked to cancers, birth defects, impaired immunity, endocrine disruption and
other serious health problems.

Measures that the Governor signs into law begin implementation on January 1, 2022.

What supporters are saying about bills in the Circular Economy bill package:

Nick Lapis, Californians Against Waste, Director of Advocacy, nick@cawrecycles.org: “There is no
single silver bullet for solving the plastic pollution crisis, but the California legislature continues to lead the
country by tackling the multiple facets of the problem. These bills will lead manufacturers to make more
sustainable packaging decisions, reduce greenwashing, build strong recycling markets, and restore the
public faith in the recycling system.  I urge the Governor to sign them into law.”

Jordan Wells, National Stewardship Action Council, Assistant Director, jordan@nsaction.us:
“California has proven that a coalition of well-organized legislators can create monumental change, as
demonstrated by the Senators and Assemblymembers that authored, co-authored, and helped pass
measures in the Circular Economy Bill Package. Organized by Senator Ben Allen, their efforts resulted in
the passage of six groundbreaking bills that bring the nation steps closer to a Circular Economy, a system
in which we: 1) design out waste and pollution, 2) keep materials in use, and 3) restore natural systems.
We strongly encourage Governor Newsom to sign this package of bills and preserve California’s position
as our nation’s leader in creating a more equitable, cleaner, healthier, and circular economy.”

Genevieve Abedon, Clean Seas Lobbying Coalition, genevieve@ecoconsult.biz:
“Each bill in the Circular Economy Package addresses a part of the solution to the waste and plastic
pollution crisis at hand, and collectively they accomplish “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.” The Clean Seas
Lobbying Coalition is proud to have sponsored two bills in the package that achieve upstream reduction
and reuse before waste is created, and commend the passage of the rest of the bills. Governor Newsom,
let’s continue to lead on this issue.”

Miho Ligare, Surfrider Foundation, Plastic Pollution Policy Coordinator, mligare@surfrider.org:
"The Surfrider Foundation is celebrating these successes that are the culmination of years of effective
advocacy on plastic pollution issues in the state of California. One of the Surfrider Foundation’s top
priorities is source reduction of single-use plastics. We must act now to minimize the harmful impacts of
plastics on our communities and the environment, and these bills will get us one step closer to making
tangible change."

Katherine O’Dea, Save Our Shores, Executive Director, katherine@saveourshores.org: “I think it is
safe to say that the environmental community had a good year in terms of getting a solid set of bills
passed that will help our state move toward a circular economy. Our legislators took action to prevent
waste, address some of what is wrong with our recycling system, prohibit shipping our waste to other
countries and calling that recycling, and improving transparency and truth in labeling. Save Our Shores
thanks the right-minded Senators and Assemblymembers who voted for positive change, especially our
own Senator Laird and Assemblymember Stone. There’s a lot in the package of Circular Economy bills
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that can serve as a model for other states and even our nation. Governor Newsom, please take the next
step and make these bills the law of our great state with your signature.”

Ashley Blacow-Draeger, Oceana, Pacific policy and communications manager,
ablacow@oceana.org: “By reducing plastic pollution at the source and increasing the share of refillable
beverage bottles in the marketplace, the California legislature is taking an important step away from the
economy’s throwaway culture that pollutes our planet and toward a more sustainable way of living. It’s
nearly impossible for consumers to avoid unnecessary single-use plastic, and together these bills will give
them access to the kind of plastic-free options they have been calling for. We urge Gov. Newsom to stand
with the 93% of Californians who think that plastics and marine debris are a problem and sign these bills
into law.”

Neil Edgar, California Compost Coalition, sponsor of AB 1201, neil@edgarinc.org: “Returning
valuable resources to the soil through composting is one of the most effective tools we have in the battle
against climate change. While organics, such as food scraps and yard clippings, are obviously
compostable, packaging is not as clear and can lead to contamination. Not only does AB 1201 enhance a
compost manufacturer’s ability to produce clean compost, but it also strengthens California’s circular
economy that aims to repurpose waste.”

Jenn Engstrom, Director, California Public Interest Research Group, jengstrom@calpirg.org:
“Many plastic manufacturers are clearly overusing the recycling symbol to make their products seem
sustainable even if they're not.  These companies are misleading consumers to buy and use plastic
products, tricking them into thinking they’re avoiding landfill waste when they toss them in the blue bin.
Consumers have the right to know if the products they are using are recyclable or not.  This transparency
is critical to shifting the market towards more recyclable material.  It’s impossible for consumers to reward
good actors and avoid unnecessary waste when they’re being duped by the plastic industry.”

Nick Mallos, Senior Director of Ocean Conservancy’s Trash Free Seas program,
nmallos@oceanconservancy.org: For decades the public has been led to believe that single-use
plastics and plastic packaging are disposable and even recyclable, that you can throw these items ‘away’
into a trash or recycling bin without consequence. The truth is that there’s no such thing as ‘away’ on this
planet, and our ocean is bearing the costs of this false advertising. Every year, volunteers with our
International Coastal Cleanup remove millions of single-use plastics like cups, plates, bottles, utensils,
and straws from beaches and waterways around the world in a single day; and recent analysis shows that
the vast majority of what’s found could never have been recycled. This suite of legislation coming out of
California is exactly the reality check needed so that we can tackle the ocean plastics crisis with clear
eyes and bring forth real change and awareness. Ocean Conservancy is proud to support these bills and
applauds the California Legislature for approving them, and we look forward to Gov. Newsom signing
them into law.

Alison Waliszewski, Policy & Outreach Manager, 5 Gyres Institute
alison@5gyres.org: “Given the impending challenges of the climate crisis, it is with the utmost urgency
that we, as a society, need to take action and make legislative changes. California is leading the country
and taking the first steps toward a circular economy by taking responsibility for waste management,
reducing single-use plastics, and prioritizing public health by banning PFAS. We urge Governor Newsom
to protect our environment and communities by signing these bills into law.”

mailto:ablacow@oceana.org
mailto:neil@edgarinc.org
mailto:nmallos@oceanconservancy.org
mailto:alison@5gyres.org


Emily Parker, Coastal and Marine Scientist, Heal the Bay, eparker@healthebay.org: "Heal the Bay
conducts multiple beach cleanups every week in Los Angeles County, but this is a last resort. The
Circular Economy Package bills are strong upstream policies that hold the producers of plastic products
accountable for the pollution they create, protecting our waterways, ocean, and communities.California
has an incredible opportunity to become a global leader in fighting plastic pollution. Plastics are not only
ending up in our waterways and ocean, impacting water quality and harming marine ecosystems, but their
production from fossil fuels contributes to climate change and disproportionately impacts low-income
communities and communities of color."

Amy Wolfrum, California Ocean Policy Manager, Monterey Bay Aquarium, awolfrum@mbayaq.org:
“We commend the California Legislature for taking clear, decisive steps to require manufacturers to be
more honest about the recyclability and ultimate fate of the plastic they produce. These bills help reduce a
significant threat to ocean ecosystems and wildlife, empower consumers to make more informed choices
and require more honest reporting about how much of the state’s plastic waste is actually recycled. When
California leads, other states and countries follow. We urge Governor Newsom to sign these bills into law
and strengthen California’s leadership in battling single-use plastic waste that is polluting the ocean and
our communities.”
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