
July 16, 2020 
 
The Honorable Henry Stern, Chair 
Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 3030 - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chairman Stern, 
 
Surfrider Foundation works for the protection and enjoyment of the world’s ocean, beaches 

and waves for all people. On behalf of our vast California network of activists and supporters, 

we write to you in support of AB 3030 (Kalra) as a critical step toward a more climate resilient 

future. This bill would build upon existing protection of California’s unparalleled biodiversity by 

creating a state policy that sets a goal to protect at least 30 percent of the land base and waters 

in California and 30 percent of the ocean waters off the coast of California by 2030 (“30 by 30”).  

The policy’s objectives include: 

• Increasing biodiversity; 

• Increasing climate resilience; 

• Promoting collaboration; 

• Increasing opportunities to sequester carbon through natural measures, and;  

• Enhancing public access for all people in the state, with a specific emphasis on 

increasing access for communities of color and economically disadvantaged 

communities. 

This bill comes at a perilous time: our environment and the protections we’ve long provided for 

it has been under ceaseless attack by the Trump Administration; the third most recent National 

Climate Assessment found that climate change is damaging ecosystems in unprecedented ways; 

the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services found 

that approximately one million plant and animal species are threatened with extinction over 

the coming decades as a result of human impacts.  

At least 686 California species are at risk of extinction, and two-thirds of the state’s native 

plants will lose most of their range in the next 100 years. 

Finally, as California’s health and economic systems are challenged by the COVID-19 global 

pandemic, which likely was spread from animals to humans as a result of habitat loss and 

overexploitation, the effect of the biodiversity crisis on people is more pronounced than ever.1 

 
1 Johnson, C.K., Hitchens, P.L., Pandit, P.S., Rushmore, J., Evans, T.S., Young, C.C.W. & Doyle, M.M. (2020). Global 
shifts in mammalian population trends reveal key predictors of virus spillover risk. Proc. R. Soc. B, 287, 20192736. 



Fortunately, there is currently an opportunity for coordinated global action to safeguard nature 

and humanity’s future: International and national leaders are committing to protect at least 30 

percent of the planet by 2030. Twenty-five counties have already expressed agreement with 

the 30 by 30 target, and leaders are working towards a goal of 100 countries by the time the 

United Nations meets at the Convention on Biological Diversity in early 2021. 

California already is a leader in protecting biodiversity. With AB 3030, California can continue to 

lead the way towards meeting this important conservation goal and set an example for the rest 

of the country and the world. 

For these reasons, we urge a YES vote on AB 3030.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Savage 

California Policy Manager 

Surfrider Foundation 

 

   


